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Canto tho second. Tuesday was a groat success. \VO not off between live and six, and had twolvo inilos to go to breakfast at Taonnim. As wo approached, tho country nioro and more strikin.
Aj>ril 27.
Tho two last inilos wo diverged from tho road up a stoop path, and soon eamo to tho ancient stone ascent loading to Taurominium.    I no.ver saw anything more enchanting tluux this spot.    It realised all ono had read of in books about; scenery ...... -a drop valley, brawling streams, boautiful trees, tlio
sea (hoard) in the distance. .But when, after breakfast, on a, bright day, wo mounted to tho theatre, and saw tho famoxm viow, what shall I say ? I novor knew that Nature could bo HO boautiful ; and to HOO that viow was tho nearest approach x to seeing Kdon. 0 happy I ! It was worth coming all tho way, to endure sadness, loneliness, weariness, to see it. HC felt, for tho first time in my life, that I should be a bettor-and more religious man if I lived there. This superb vio\v, tho most wonderful I can ovor HOO, is but one of at least half a doxon, all beautiful, dose at hand. Ono view is at tho baelc of tho theatre, with a viow of (Jalabria and the Messina sido of Sicily. Another is going out of Taormini on tho descent. Tho landlady of tho fondaeo asked mo if J was going to Paris, and begged mo to tako a letter to her daughter, which I havo done.
And so I went oft to Giarra There Jirst T went througlx tho river-beds. Tho hills receded Htna was magniliconb. Tho Hcono was sombre with clouds, when suddenly, as the Burx descended upon the cone, its rayH shot, out between tho clouclsi and tho Hnow, turning tho clouds into royal curtains, while cni olio Hide there was a sort of Jacob's ladder. I understood why tho poets made the abode of the gods on Mount Olympus.
And now T havo told you nearly everything pleasant u;p to this dato— -tho 27th (except that the frogs between Giardmi. and (Harro, which are louder oven than those at Albano, aro the rnoHt musical animals I have* hitherto mot with— -thoy havo a trill like a nightingale). 1 am hitherto disappointed in birds and flowers. I ne\'or thought this expedition wan to bo ono of pleiuniro only, for I wished to see what it was to ]>o a solitary and wandoror. On Monday night .1 had little sloop, and on Tuesday none, from the- ilotw. I counted quarter afttvrnn at San Paolo, and got a room and bed much better than I had expected, though there was no glass in the windows and plenty of fleas.    So ends Canto the first.d's service, and I suppose I shall states the same doctrine irt a so-ea.1 loci prophecy which remains, of tho aeries of Popon -to their termination.    With the authenticity of this document I am rx.ot concerned, much loss with its inspired character (though,  it is remarkable that tho list hold (^xortioitti of «ur fjrt»at unt*my ttpiin*t H rot von (who iu»w tak« a nums crafty way) ; it wiwuti witablinlwnwit »t* iuij»!oty. The Colutcnun in quitt* a Towin- of ttat*l ; this w but ewo of a viwt immbar «f huildiugs whtt*!t n.«toninh o»f>, Tlww wh«»n you go into thu mufitmmts &<?,, you g«t into a apcmul world, , . . Th« of stotuitry U endteai and quite ouclmnting. Thuu have no chaK
